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He went up to him and said, "Do you remember me?" He said, "Of course-I remember
you. I want you to know I am still eating milk and sausage and eggs together."
The rabbi did not say anything but he Tooked at the man intently and said, "Let's
go in and take a look at the exhibit." He said, "What do I have to Took at that
exhibit for? Didn't I tell you that I Tost my only son in Auschwitz?" The rabbi
looked at him for a moment and then a sudden overwhelming compulsion came over
him. He looked at the man and said, "Tell me, what was your name before the war?"
He said, "My name was Aryeh Laib Goldberg." The rabbi turned white. He looked

at him again intently and he said, "Aryeh Laib Goldberg. That was the name of

my father. That's all I know about my family." Then he took his hands out and
wrapped them around the man and the man cried on his shoulder and said, "You are
my son. You are my son," and it was true. The rabbi let out a yell, "Tata, tata.”
the man was 1iving without family and the rabbi took him into his home. There
was only one thing now that he disliked that his father was doing. His father
was no longer eating milk and eggs and sausage together, but every time that he

walked into his father's room his father would stand up because, after all, he

was a rabbi.

In our day it is important that all the children and the fathers and the daughters
and the mothers and the grandfathers and grandmothers Took at each other and realize
that each is important, that we need each other for the Jewish people. Let us

all hope and pray that truly Elijah's spirit will prevail on this day and the hearts
of the children be reconciled to the fathers-and the hearts of the fathers to the

children so the Mashiach will truly come. Amen.
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We all know that Elijah the Prophet is one of the central characters of Pesach.
We all look forward to opening the door for Elijah and welcoming him into our

seder. ATl the children Took expectantly to see whether he is going to sip the
wine. Why should it be that Elijah the Prophet should be the central character

in the seder service?

What's more, when we read the seder we read an obscure passage from the Deuteronomy
which speaks.-about the bringing of the first fruits. We use three and a half
sentences which start from the words, "And Aramian tried to destroy my father."
These three and a half sentences are the base of the Hagaddah and every word of
these three and a half sentences is analyzed with different Medrashic material
cited in the Hagaddah, itself. Why don't we use the stirring sentences from the
Book of Exodus? Why don't we use the words of freedom that are spoken there?
Instead we use this passage that a person said when he brought his first fruits

up to Jerusalem.

We all know that at the seder table there should be many generations, that one

of the purposes of the seder is that there should be a dialogue between the generations.
One of the sad commentaries about our day is how many children will not speak

to their parents and how many parents will not speak to their children, although

that is much less, but it is a wide spread phenomena in America that for some

reason children do not feel that they can even contact their parents, not to have

a warm relationship but at least to talk to them once a week to see how they are
feeling. In fact, we Tive in a culture in which many therapists even counsel

their patients not to speak to their parents. Of course, in certain cases of

extreme abuse you can see that that could be necessary, but many therapists routinely
tell their patients not to speak to their parents. How could there be such a

thing? That is considered in Jewish life a great tragedy because we all know

that without the interplay between generations traditions cannot be handed down.
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Without the interplay between generations children cannot learn how to be parents
themselves. When children watch their children interacting with their grandparents
then they learn themselves how to be parents. So it is very important that the
generations communicate. Unfortunately, parents do not communicate but the holiday

of Pesach is an inclusive holiday. On the holiday of Pesach we are supposed to

include everyone. Everyone is supposed to be at the seder table.

That is why Elijah is one of the main characters of the seder because we read

in the Shabbos before Pesach, Shabbos Hagodol, how the day is going to come, the
great day of the Lord when G-d is going to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children and the hearts of the children to the fathers, that in order, therefore,
for there to be any type of Judaism at all there has to be a communication between
the generations. In fact, if we look at the four sons that came to the seder
table, the wise son, the evil son, the simple son, and the one who does not even
know how to ask. Everyone has to be at the table, and noticé-that it does not
say the righteous son, because how many of us are really righteous? There ae
some that are smart and there are some that may appear to be evil, but we do not
lose contact with them. We bring them into the seder. We have them be part of
us because we are all together and should be all together when it comes to Jewish

tradition. How can you have a seder when you do not include the previous generation?

That is one of the main reasons why we have yizkor on Pesach because we are not
alone. We are the heir to countless generations before us who have given us a
way of life, who have given us the moral certitude and the moral upbringing to
allow us to function as' decent and kind and compassionate human beings in this
world. Why is it that we start with, "An Aramian tried to destroy my father..."?
Why do we start with that passage? There are three reasons that are given. One
is that it is in the first person and we all have to feel that we are part of

the previous generation, and the previous generation had different problems than
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we have and, of course, there is going to be inevitable conflict because one generation
cannot understand the reactions of the succeeding generation. The reascn for

that is they did not have these problems. They had other problems and the preceding
generation is still fighting their own problems, while the succeeding generation

has new problems and they know that they cannot use the solutions that were given

by their parents and grandparents. It is not important what the answers are.

What is important is that each generation is asking the same questions. If we

are all asking, what does G-d demand of us, how can we be better people, how can

we be better Jews, if we are all asking the same quesitons then the answers may

vary a little bit in every generation but it will not make any difference, but

if one generation is not even asking these questions, if the only question they

are interested in is, how can I get into myself, how much fan can I have today,

and they are not asking any questions about how they can be better people, how

they can do right by the Jewish people, when they are not even asking these questions
then there is a great gulf and a big problem between generations. Then Judaism

will have reached the end of the line. First of all, this has to be in the first
person. These questions that were asked from the time of Egypt are our questions.
How can we serve G-d better? How can we understand persecution? How can we overcome
it? How can we make this world a better place? These are the questions that

every generation has to ask, and if every generation still asks these questions

even if their solutions differ a little, then it is still okay. Then the generations

can still get along.

The second reason I talked about the first day of Pesach when I talked about how
Judaism is a blessing and we are bringing up the first fruits to show what a blessing

it is.

The third reason is, and the reason I want to stress today, is the reason that

we are in a sense G-d's firstborn. The Jewish people are called in the Torah
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the firstborn of G-d. That is, in a certain sense, why the firstborn of the Egyptians
were slain. The Egyptians had put their hand on the firstborn of G-d, which is

the Jewish people. Therefore, on this holiday we are bringing ourselves to G-d

and we are aligning ourselves with our past and our future and, therefore, it

is important that we recognize the contributions that were made to us by our parents
and grandparents and all those who have gone beforehand. Elijah is the one who

is the symbol of this reconciliation between generations. It is important that

we remember the Shabbos in our homes. It is important that we remember the smells
of yontif. You could smell Pesach in a Jewish home before. It is important that
we recognize and see and feel the Jewish holidays in our bones, that we feel the
Jewish approach to things, the keen sense of justice that was always felt in all
Jewish homes, this love and compassion and warmth and love of children and love

of life. If we can feel that on this holiday of Pesach then we will be able to

transmit it to our children as well.

I am reminded of the story that Elie Wiesel tells. He tells the story of how

he remembers the last seder he had at home, and it is a very important .story because
we always have to remember that we do not know from who we are going to get inspiration.
Even the Mashiach, when we are all waiting for that final redemption, we have

to remembers that'David's roots, himself, were clouded, were not really of the

very best. After all, on one side he was a descendant of a Moabite woman and

Moab, itself, all that nation was descended from an incestuous relationship between
Lot and his daughters, and on the other hand, he was descended from an incestuous
relationship between Judah and his daughter-in-law. He did not know it was his
daughter-in-law at the time, but it was still an incestuous relationship and still
out of that came the Mashiach. So we all have to work together, all the generations,
We cannot throw anybody away. We want the Rusha to come to the table. We want

everyone to-come to the table because we do not know from whom will spring Jewish
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salvation. We do not know how we will need each other, and we do need each other
and the past and the future and everybody who is here today. Elie Wiesel tells

the story how in March of 1944 the Russian army was just 30 kilometers, 18 miles,
from his home, and the seder that his father was going to conduct was going to

be a very meager seder because there was hardly any food available. The seder

was only going to be with the family this year, which was very unusual because

the Wiesels always had a lot of guests at their home, but it was going to be a
seder with just Elie Wiesel's mother and father and his 3 sisters, but his father,
on the way home from shul, noticed a disheveled man who needed a place to go (at
Teast Elie Wiesel's father thought he did) and he brought him into his home.

He sat him down at the seder table. The man seemed to be half crazed and when

it came to the Manishtanah, which was to be recited by Elie Wiesel's younger sister,
the man interrupted her and said, "You are asked the wrong Manishtanah. You should
say, 'Why is this night from all other nights? How come Moses is dead but Pharach
is still alive? How come the Jews are still being persecuted and hounded? When
will our suffering end? Why hasn't the Mashiach come?' These are the questions
that you should be asking." Then, of course, he stopped and she read the Manishtanah
and then throughout the reading of the Hagaddah he interspersed these types of
comments about how come we are being persecuted, why haven't the Jews been redeemed,
etc. He talked about the fact that a bitter fate awaited almost all of them.

As they finished the meal and then benched and then it was time to open the door
for Elijah and Elie Wiesel's father told again Elie Wiesel's younger sister to

go open the door but this time the man bolted ahead of the girl and said, "no,

I'11 do it, I'11 do it." He opened the door and said, "He's not here. He'ns

not coming." Then he disappeared. Elje Wiesel went out to Took for that man

but they could not find him. Elie Wiesel was convinced that that man was Elijah
the Prophet who had come to warn them about the impending disaster, how his family,

too, would be taken away to Auschwitz because the Hungarian puppet ruler who had
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ruled over Hungary for Germany had been deposed. He had refused to send his Jews

to the concentration camp, but now Hitler was going to send them anyway. He deposed
him and he was going to take Hungarian Jews to Auschwitz, too, and as the rest

of the Jews of Europe there would only be one from a family or two from a village
alive. The Russians were so close but the man came to warn him. Elijah came to

warn him, and Elie Wiesel says that he thinks he spied him once again and that

was two days later in a transport which was going to go for 3 days and 4 nights

and eventually came to Auschwitz and then once again Elijah was going to go up

to heaven in a fiery chariot but this time in a different kind of fiery chariot.

But this man's warning did not strike the heart of another person in that town

and he quickly took his two year old son and he hid them with a willing gentile
couple who risked their lives for taking a Jewish child. Later on that couple

was honored by Yad Vashem by having a memorial tree planted for them. The boy
survived the war and after the war he was found by the joint distribution committee.
Many of the Jewish children were never found and gentile neighbors refused to surrender
them or even admit they were Jewish. He was taken then and sent to Australia where

a Toving foster family awaited him. There he received a wonderful traditional

Jewish education and after an intensive period of study he became a rabbi. One

day he was on the airplane and determined that he was going to make aliyah to Eretz
Yisroel. There on the airplane sitting next to him was a man to whom he felt strangely
drawn, and as they were sitting on the airplane they were served breakfast. The

man was served eggs and milk and sausage, non-kosher. The rabbi.had his kosher

meal. As they were talking the man noticed that the rabbi was a little uncomfortabla
and he said, "Rabbi, don't feel bad because I am eating this sausage with milk

and eggs. I think I have a right to. I lost my only son in Auschwitz and I'11

eat anything I want. You should see what I had to eat at Auschwitz." The rabbi

did not say anything and they continued their conversation. He forgot all about

that man until two years Tater he happened to see him at the entrance to Yad Vashem,




